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Honourable Lisa Beare 
Minister of Tourism, Arts and Culture 
104 – 20130 Lougheed Hwy 
Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 2P7 
 
Subject:  Removal of Open Net Pen Atlantic Salmon Farms 
 
Dear Minister Beare, 
  
The Wild Salmon Defenders Alliance (WSDA) is composed of diverse concerned people, scientists, artists, 
groups and organizations dedicated to the protection of wild salmon as food security, as an essential climate 
regulator, as a keystone species that supports biodiversity, and a valuable contributor to the cultural, 
spiritual, physical, and economic wellbeing of British Columbians.  We acknowledge and support the 
constitutional obligation of governments to seek the consent of Indigenous titleholders on any and all 
industrial activity that may bring harm to wild salmon and its habitat in their respective unceded territories.   
 
Mounting evidence clearly shows to the world that fish farms continue to do serious harm to both the marine 
environment and wild marine species.  Over the years, there have been diesel spills, sea lice problems, 
massive escapes, dangerous and contagious pathogens and untreated waste plaguing the coastal water of BC 
and that of our neighbor to the south.  Recent media coverage showed the shocking news of BC farmed 
salmon processors spewing potentially dangerous blood water into wild salmon migration routes.  Each time 
grave concerns are raised, government officials appear before the media with grim faces stating that this will 
be reviewed or investigated, and then life goes on.  It is now obvious to a growing number of wild salmon 
stakeholders, including Indigenous people, scientists, environmental groups, ecotourism operators, sports 
and commercial fishers, that fish farms need to be removed from the ocean before they do irreversible harm 
to wild fish, including wild salmon, herring, eulachons, clams and smelts. No more studies or investigations 
are necessary.  
 
It appears that aquaculture regulations at the provincial and federal levels are based on mitigation rather 
than protection.  No mitigation measures or regulations can stop the flow of viruses, contagious diseases, 
and toxic pollution pouring out of open net cages.  Sea lice are disease vectors, and can pass viruses and 
diseases from farmed Atlantic salmon to Pacific wild salmon.  Both levels of government must now focus on 
applying the responsible precautionary approach to the aquaculture industry.  The application of this 
approach would and must result in the removal of open net pens.  This fundamentally flawed technology has 
proven to be harmful to wild species and their habitat over and over again. 
 
The Mamalilikala, Namgis and Musgamagw people take stewardship of their territory seriously and have 
made many pleas over the last 30 years to both levels of government to get fish farms out of their territorial 
waters.  After issuing eviction notices that were ignored by governments, they decided to peacefully occupy 
fish farms until provincial and federal governments collaborate with them to have fish farms removed from 
their unceded territories.   
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Wild salmon are an integral part of the cultural, spiritual and physical wellbeing of Indigenous nations.  Wild 
salmon are central to their way of life and artistic expressions through song, dance and sacred ceremonies. 
Please take note that the Heiltsuk Tribal Council, the Haida Nation, the Wet’suwet’en, Gitxsan, Stó:lõ, 
Secwepmc, St’at’imc and other Indigenous people are also concerned about protecting wild salmon from fish 
farms, and are in solidarity with the fish farm occupation.  The same salmon that swim past the fish farms 
also swim past our communities along the Fraser and Thompson rivers.  This is now a human right issue as 
the disappearance of wild salmon would be devastating to their very identity and overall well-being.   
 
As Minister of Tourism, Arts and Culture, you can see that wild salmon is very relevant to your ministerial 
duties and responsibilities specifically related to ecotourism, the arts and culture.  We are urging you to 
collaborate with Agriculture Minister Lana Popham to support a cabinet decision not to renew fish farm 
licenses of occupation that are up for renewal in 2018 in the territories of the Musgamagw, Namgis and 
Mamalilikala nations. 
 
The New Democratic Party formed the current provincial government with the support of the Green Party of 
BC.  We are hopeful that you and your cabinet colleagues will live up to the commitments both parties made 
to apply the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People and collaborate with the 
Musgamagw, Namgis and Mamalilikala nations to remove fish farms from their territories at the earliest 
possibility.  This would be a historic and honorable act of reconciliation. 
 
We look forward to your response to this urgent matter. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Eddie Gardner 
President, Wild Salmon Defenders Alliance 
Tel: 604-792-0867 
Cell:  604-316-0867 
 
CC  The Honourable Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture 
 The Honourable George Heyman, Minister of the Environment 
      The Honourable Andrew Weaver, Leader of the Green Party of BC 
 Chief Bob Chamberlin, Vice-President of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs 
      Hereditary Chief Willie Moon, Musgamagw Dzawda’enuxw Tribal Council 
 Ernest Alfred, Traditional Leader from Namgis, Tlowitses and Mamalilikala Nations 
 Chief Don Svanvik, Namgis First Nation 
 The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of DFO 
 Dr. Alexandra Morton 
       Fin Donnelly, MP NDP 

 
       
       
 
 


